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f\ : ~EWING d 1A ‘ The Kinsey Sicks have
\ MEAT™ } " . been “America’s Favorite

{ Dragapella Beauty Shop
Quartet” for 16 astonish-
ing years — astonishing
because you can’t help
wondering, not to mention
hoping, do these guys have
day jobs?

But I kid. Really.

The truth is that Amer-
ica’s appetite for bad taste
knows no bounds, for
which the Sicks must get
down on their knees every
day.

The Kinsey Sicks: 8 p.m.
today-Sat., Tues.-July 17;

7 p.m. Sun. and July 18. The
Rrazz Room, Hotel Nikko,
222 Mason St., S.F. $35-
$40. (866) 468-3399.
www.therazzroom.com.

And they’re probably
thankful, too!

The quartet opened its
first gig at the Rrazz Room
on Tuesday night, regaling
the packed house with
their new 12-song touring
revue. The show’s title
could be written out with-
out offending anyone,
because the words are all
totally clean, like “hit” and
“each.” The problem
comes when you say the
title aloud, so in a family-

newspaper curtsey to good
taste, we’ll omit the show’s
, full title.

Photos by Jasna Hodzic / The Chronicle

Brewmaster Kirk Hillyard tests recently brewed creations at the Half Moon Bay Brewing Co., top. The restaurant’s patio overlooks
Pillar Point Harbor and the Pacific, and dishes include linguine with clams, center. Some beers are bottled and sold at stores.
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FROM THE COVER

Half Moon Bay brewery builds communlty

Brewing from page E1

anniversary.

“I'm pretty sure we
had about 12 (San Mateo
County) sheriff’s depu-
ties in here,” says Chris-
tine Mendonca while
eating lunch on the patio
as the sun shone over
the Pacific at Pillar Point
Harbor. “They were
off-duty, of course, and
had a designated driver.”

Local hangout

Over the years the
restaurant has become a
hangout for local digni-
taries, residents and
tourists. The Lions Club
holds its meetings in the
back dining room. Dur-
ing the big Mavericks
surf competition, contes-
tants, media and fans
cram into the bar. And
on the first Thursday of
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every month, it’s Brews
& Views night, a free
political lecture and
discussion. Last week,
Mike McCurry, former
press secretary for Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, spoke.

“My husband grew up
on a dairy farm in Tur-
lock,” says Mendonca,
who was also raised in
the small Central Valley
town. “While milking
the cows he would listen
to the Commonwealth
Club on the radio and
wanted to do something
similar here.”

Lenny Mendonca,
who is a director and
senior partner in the San
Francisco office of
McKinsey & Co., also
wanted to turn his week-
end home-brew hobby
into something larger. So
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“They have one
whole section of
the brewery
known as the
fundraising area.”

Mayor Marina Fraser

the couple and a handful
of other investors built a
brewery on the premises
in 2003. Now, brew-
master Kirk Hillyard
makes ales, stouts and
wheat beers named after
local landmarks and surf
terminology such as
Mavericks Amber Ale,
Sandy Beach Blonde
Hefeweizen and Wipe
Out Imperial Stout.
During the presi-
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dential election, the
brewery made special
Barack Obama and John
McCain ales. The Men-
doncas brought the Oba-
ma beer to the Demo-
cratic National Conven-
tion in Denver and later
got a call from the-now
president complimenting
the ale and thanking
them for the donation.
The brewery makes
about 1,200 barrels a
year. All the brews can
be had at the restaurant,
and some are sold at
stores in the Bay Area.
Chef Gaston Alfaro
has created a seafood-
inspired menu that in-
cludes an adaptation of
Lenny Mendonca’s Por-
tuguese family recipe for
fisherman’s stew. On

Friday nights and week-

Beers line the wall at the Half Moon Bay Brewing
Co., left. Above: The menu includes an adaptation
of Lenny Mendonca’s Portuguese family recipe for
fisherman’s stew.

ends, bands set up in the
bar, the patio doors are
flung open and diners
take to the dance floor.
“The place gets so
packed,” says Wayne
Meyer, the restaurant’s
director of sales and
marketing. “People bring
their kids and their dogs
and hang out on the
patio. It’s totally un-
pretentious — a real
family atmosphere.”

Community support

Meyer and the Men-
doncas appreciate the
community’s support.
Even in bad times, the
locals have rallied to
keep the restaurant go-
ing. In return, the res-
taurant employs lots of
local high school stu-
dents and sends them off
to college with $1,000
scholarships. Restaurant
fundraisers support local
charities, and the beer

donated to the annual
Half Moon Bay Pump-
kin Festival helps gener-
ate funds for senior
programs.

“They’ve always been
very responsive to the
needs of the communi-
ty,” says Fraser.
“Whether it’s the local
Little League team or
anyone else that needs
something they’re
there.”

For Christine Men-
donca, it’s been a labor
of love.

“Ten years later, this
is everything we want-
ed,” she says. “And it’s
still going strong.”

Half Moon Bay Brew-
ing Co., 390 Capistrano
Road, Half Moon Bay;
(650) 728-2739 or
bhmbbrewingco.com. Lunch
and dinner daily.

E-mail Stacy Finz at
sfinz@sfchronicle.com.




